6.   Art and Literature

Modern India looked at the West through English
spectacles. It is therefore English thought which has
primarily influenced us, or at most, Western thought
so far as it has been assimilated and transmitted by the
British. It is often said that the greatest gift of England
to India has been the English language and literature.
That this is largely true cannot be denied. British influence
on our dress, habits and social customs has been small.
The changes wrought in our intellectual and spiritual make-
up have on the other hand been far-reaching.

It is true that the English language has given us some
access to other European literatures. But we have so
emphasised the importance of English that we tend to
underrate everything else. Other European literatures
have their own characteristics. They do not easily fall
into English moulds. Our efforts to apply to them English
tests therefore fail. We even try to look at Eastern litera-
tures with English eyes. The results are at times both pathe-
tic and grotesque. We forget that we can never become
fully English in our thought, sentiment and outlook. At
best we can only become imitation Englishmen and imitators
are debarred from citizenship of the world.

One peculiarity of the British influence may be noted
here. The British are in their social habits and personal
relations one of the most reserved peoples of the world*
The cool phlegmatic Englishman has become proverbial.
Caution and restraint characterise the personal and social
life of Englishmen. Emotions are held in leash and even
suppressed* Napoleon saw in them a nation of shopkeepers
who weighed out things with minute scales. This is however
a one-sided picture, for the repressed emotions force an
outlet in their art* Passion leaps to fantastic heights and
makes English poetry one of the most intense in the world*
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